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Here they come —the bright new models from assembly lines of the 19
metorcar makers, With an introduction by Siler Freeman, our automotive
correspondent in Detroit, we present them all —from Buick to Willys

HE ARRAY of new models in this issue

shows more than the usual amount of
evolutionary changes on which the indus-
try prides itself every year. One important
trend is that in many lines wheelbases are
getting shorter, A notable exception is
Pontiac, which has added two inches. The
cars that have gone to V8 high-compres-
sion engines were able to take as much as
four inches from their wheelbases. Over-
all lengths, however, remain almost the
same as last year.

Dodge uses a 114-inch wheelbase for its
hardtop coupe and convertible and a 119-
inch wheelbase on other body styles. Buick
has brought its Roadmaster down to the
same wheelbase as the Super. The Plym-
outh, among the smaller cars, has cut down
from 118 to 114-inch wheelbase. Ford and
Chevrolet remain the same, one inch long-
er than their rival.

Power steering shows a tremendous
growth and appeal for a comparatively new
and expensive device, It has been brought
down to the medium-price sector of the
market by Pontiac and Buick Special.
Chevrolet is offering it in the low-price
field. Studebaker has an all-mechanical
power-steering unit in its Commander line
and is planning to offer it in the Champion
later. Dodge did not carry out the Chrysler

trend to power steering because its greatly
shortened hood made it impossible to put
the mechanism under it.

Air conditioning is something new in the
luxury-accessory line. Both Cadillac and
Chrysler feature it in the high-price mod-
els, as do Oldsmobile and Buick., Thus far,
the other companies are watching what
happens to these pioneers,

EE V8 engine continues to diﬁpiace the
t eight and six. Buick is the third
ivision to switch, Pontiac and Chev-
mlf.'t. must wail another year, pe: haps two,
because the intricate lmlmg re(fuue& es
a long time and the shops are full of defense
work. Dodge joined the VB lines this year.
Plymouth still waits, But it won't be long
hefore it j‘ﬂirfl.ii the r,iin'a-l;lq'_r1 too.,

Despite preseason predictions about
overhead-valve engines, Ford and Mercury
continued to use their veteran V8. But the
recent visit this observer paid to the en-
gine plant in Cleveland disclosed signs of
preparation for a new Mercury power
plant. It will be late 1953 before it gets into
production—and for 1954 models only.

Buick has adopted power brakes while
Cadillac officials tuwrned thumbs down,

Oh, yes, one more pleasing feature:
Prices are the same as for 1952 and in a
few instances a little lower! * & &

strm

Buick hes a V8 engine in its Readmaster and Super series. The Special siill
uses the straight eight. Main differences between the twe V83 arme carburetion
and compression rofios. Horsepower iz 138 in the Roodmaester, 164 in the Super.
Bedies are basically the same as 1952, Changes were made in the grille, rear
fender and headlights. A 12-vell elecirical system is uvsed in the VB models
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Adding 20 horses, Cadilloc now puts out 210 horse-
power in il 1953 V8 engine. Compression ratio is
up to B.25 to 1. Strongely enough, this luxury cor
-~ Is talking gascline scomomy with & rear-axle ratie

Lower and wider than previously, the Chrysler hos
sleek look in its completely new body styles. Engines
are virtually unchanged from last year, although the
six has been given better performance, On VB modaels,
the slectricol system is 12.volt. Emphaosis this yeor
it on the new body. Fender lines are now continuowus.
Pawer steering and air conditioning ore aveiloble

of 307 ve 1. The slectrical system has 12 wal
for improved ignition. The body i changed shightly.
Grille is more mossive ond protected by bullet-type

guards. Alse new are the "ayelids” on the headlights

With all-new bodies, Chevrolet has also improved Hs
Powerglide tronsmission ond boosted horsepower for
better performance. The Powerglide 115-horsepower
engine has aluminum pistons and o 7.5-10-1 compres-
sion rotio. Standard engine is 108 horsepower. The
Bel Air weries of four luxury body styles wos alse
introduced this year. Power steering is available
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Five inches longer ever-all then in 1952, the DeSele
hos on ollnew body that s about two inches wider

and an inch lower. A reworking of the front grille
hos eliminated the “buckiooth” look of last year.

When Dodge says it hos an oll-new cor, it means i
This year's models have complete body restyling and
a 140-horsepower VB engine thot feotures o square
design—meaning its stroke is less than it bore,
That results in o sturdier Block, reduced Friction.
Wheelbases have been shortened for easier handling,
ye! passenger spoce inside the bedies i unoffected
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Designers hove odded sleskness by extending recr
fenders and lowering the rear deck. Continued are

the 160-harsepowser FiraDome V8 aond Powermaster &,
Full pewer steering is available with both series

Bosically, the 1953 Ford is unchanged from lasl year.
Body chonge: are simply foce lifting ond incdude o
cleaner Front grille and @ chrome sirip clong the
rear fender, Suspension improvements in the froni
end have increcsed the comfert of the ride and are
said to make the cor hug the road at high speeds.
Both the V&8 ond & engines are continued, of course

POPULAR MECHANICS



When the Henry J First appeared, it had nory o frill,
Each yeer refingments were added end by 1953 this
low-priced cor can boast a padded instrument panel,
seat cushions that are softer and deeper and dome

Hdﬁh that oparabe with the doors on all medeks. The
cars are from 3 to & inches longer this yeor. Copacity
af the cil-flow system i increased and the dutch is
better. Bosically, the Secrs Allstote is identical

Basic body styling of the 1953 Kaiser is unchanged
from last year. However, engine performance has been
impreved by & new manifeld, muffler and sxhaust
ossembly, Kaoiser continuves to plug sofety and has o
padded crash panel and pop-out windshield, Styling
changes wero made in chrome end headlight treatment

FEERUARY 1953

For the biggest news from Hudson see poge 113 and
the story of the Hudsen Jet, the new light car. But
Hudsen is still making the Wasp, Super Wasp and
Hornel, famed stock<car racer. Its step-down design
mokes for a low center of gravity. Exterior style
chonges are slight. The front grille is cleoner and
an oirscoop (non-functionol) hood ormoment is new
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Fresh from o clean sweep of the Mexican road race,
Lincoln is talking power this year. Improvements in
engine "breathing” have beested horsepower to 208,
Comprassien ratie is now B 1o 1. The result s the

Mash is emphosizing its hordiops, the Country Club
models. Chrome “teeth” in the cir inteke below the
windshield and o hood ornoment are the enly siyle
changes. The Statesman has 100 horsepower, 7.45 to
1 comprestion rotie. Ambaossador engine is unchanged,
but o LeMans Duval Jetfire 140-horsepower engine is
oplional. The new-styled Rambler is not ye! relecsad
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powerful outomohile that teok the first four ploces
in Mexico. Te power steering and broking has been
added & power front seat, adjustable In Four ways.
I-ﬁdf lljllil-’ 1 lndinngu:l excapl for ornomentation

Like its brothers, Ford and lincoln, the Mercury is
litle changad from 1952, Parformance is improved by
a new air cleaner and exhauvst system. The straight=
thraugh muffler ond larger toil pipe decreass bock
pressure ond give foster occeleration. Horizoniol
bits of chrome on the rear fender are new os i the
chroma side molding thot mokes the body look longer

POPULAR MECHANICS



Most noticeoble chonge in Oldsmobile’s styling is
the higher and squarer hood line. Bumper and grille
assembly is new with ils dean, uncluttered design.
Compression ratio on the 185-horsepower "98" angine

Aiming For the luxury market, Packard is putting oul
twe distindd lines—one in that high-price field and
another, the Clipper, in the medium-price class. Bady
styling is unchanged except for minor details. Boosts
have been made in horsepower and compression
roties en all models. The 180-horsepower sngine hos
a four-bariel carburetor, chrome-plated plsten rings

FEBRUARY 1953

has been boosted to B te 1. Also new this year is an
optional padded instrument panel. The wpper part is
foam rubber covered with plostic. For these whe con
afferd it, Olds alic has optional air conditioning

Weating en all-new bedy, Plymeuth hos o sleek look
that the previous cors lacked. Owver-all height has
been reduced slightly. By meving the angine farward,
engineers increased interior space. Front and rear
suspension is impreved. Hertepower and compression
rafio are higher. The beolt-en rear fender s gone
ond the fender line i3 continveus from front te rear
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Mere knes reom in the rear seal of the 1953 Pantice
is the result of its two-inch-longer wheelbose. Rear-
seal cushions are deeper, toe. The whele bedy s new
altheugh retaining the Pentiac personality. Torque

After producing enly two-door modeh in ih fint
year, Willys has intreduced o four-door sedon and &
hardtop medel. The Eagle hardtep is powered by the
P0-hormepewer Hurricane &, with @ compression ratie
of 7.6 to 1. The four-door sedons, ovoiloble in oll
serles, hove &)-inch seats, frent and rear, and wide
deors for easy occess. Legroom hos been increcsed

hos been boosled on the six-cylinder engine which
now has o dual carburetor similar to the one an the

eight. Biggest change is in the front-wheel suspen-
sion which makes the cor eosier to handle on curves

Stwdsbaoker presents two all-new bodies: One is the
“family” line (shown here); the other is o hardiop,
or “sports,” line (see poge 136). Both have o lower
hood line, concove side pnrllll, ﬁ'n-lﬂu raar Fand-
ars. Sporti-line wheelbases are four inches longer.
This year's engines are unchanged. Mechanical power
steering, rather than hydraulic, is available on the
Commander now, is expected to be an Champion later
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In styling, the Jet locks different from the Hudson
line, but the shetch shews it hos some consiruction

HUDSON'S NEW LIGHT CAR— 78 JET

HUDSON HAS JUMPED into the low-
price field with a 105-inch-wheelbase car
called the Jet (see cover)—the only new
name int*oduced by the industry this year.
Available only in four-door models as yet,
the Jet has a 104-horsepower engine, a
small version of the Hornet, with 7.5 to 1
compression ratio. An optional head boosts
that to 8.0 to 1. Regular gasoline is used.
Even though it is a small car (Hudson
prefers to eall it a compact car), the Jet is
roomy. It seats six persons, its front and

Despite its amall size, the Jet will seat three in each seat.
Interiors or the Super Jet models ore especially luxurious

rear seats having 58-inch widths. Maneu-
verability is excellent as the 33-foot turn-
ing circle proves.

Construction features include the all-
welded Monobilt body and frame used in
the big Hudsons. Step-down design is also
built into the Jet to give it a low center of
gravity for safer handling at high speeds.

Optional at extra cost are such features
as Dual-Range Hydra-Matic Drive, Twin-H
Power and tinted glass. Various rear-axle
ratios are also available.

Steering wheel hos only two spokes—bent
for @ rakish effect. Dosh design is simple




KAISER'S upholstery is a bright
departure in siyling. Doors ond
center posts use the Fabric too

easier
cop i

lower-left corner of trunk lid

BUICK owners who wani
the sporty look can get
it with & set of "wire
wheel:"' thot simply belt
onta the regulor wheels

e — e Ea

CHEYSLER I‘r'l..ll"h\ @re 44 parcen! ™
lorger ond have wider lids For

FORD is sporting o
jet-tube taillighy,
below. It is said te
be more eosily seen
fram the idse ar rear
aned 5 even brighter
than the ‘32 design
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. |

loading, The gas-filler

A Tha resr, below the i_

MERCURY, Lincoln and Ford are featuring new door
checks that hold the doors either fully cpen oF half
open, a big help in close quarters like porking lots

CHRYSLER has widened its rear doors, especially ol
the top, moking it unnecessary te crouch when you
get in and eul. The rear window is much lorger also
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BUICK hos moved its parking lights from inside the
bumpers fo a sofer position beneath the headlighis

5o

OLDSMOBILE maved the Hydro-Malic

OLDSMOBILE cools you with air
condifiening. Condenser i1 ohead
of rodictor; compressor otep the
engine; cooling wnit in the trunk
forces coal alr inta car via per-
forated ducts that run along roof

HENRY ) has initalled a crash pad
on ftop of its instrument panal

indicctor into speedometer (see orrow)

LINCOLN front seats move vp ond down os well as
Ferward and backward, Eleckric motors do the wark!

PACKARD (ond other lines too) hos optional
power slesring. Providing the power is this
pump and reservoir atop the Pockard engine

o )
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MASH hos aodded
chroma "teath” to tha
gir infoke that runs full
width of hood. Also new
ot shawn) is 8 Pelly-
girl grnament on haood

COMVYERTER

TUIRBIME

EFGIME

DL PAM

DODGE VB engines shore their oil supply with the lerque con-
varter, making it necessary to change oil enly twice & year.
The combined oil system tokes 12 guarts. Arrows show oil flow

BUICK Roodmaster and Super two-
door medels hove o sliding front
wpat thot pivots forward 4'2 inches
as bock is tilted down to increase
the space between deorfrome and
seaf, moking occess to rear easier

PLYMOUTH divided the frant seat on itz two-door modelz 28 fwa per-
sons sit undisturbed while the bock tilts forward for entry to reor

rr‘?

ﬂ";.-r_ -

CHEVROLET gives its Bel Air
sarles a distinctive look by
a chrome-trimmed siripe on
the rear fender. The toillight
design is also new this yeor
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PLYMOUTH wses o six-bloded fan this yeor.
Diameter s smaller and fon speed decrecsed.
Change was made necessary by lower hood line

FORD offers as opHonal a false “continental” tire
cover. |t bolis te trunk lid and has ne tire Inaide

HUDSON'S new Jet hos its gos-tank cop
in the bock |ust below the trunk lid,
It is conmealed behind a hinged cover

PONTIAC has an all-new
body — even to the ex-
tent that itz hollmark,
the chrore siripes, has
been chonged. Now there
are six of them in groups
of threa ooch, separated
by a bond of body paint

LINCOLMN increased power with a four-barrel corbu-
retor and o fost mechonicol spark control (arrow)

DODGE jcined the hole-in-hood club (left] by using its emblem a3 a vent. Hudson (center) added an ernament
that look: like a vent but lsn't. First with a functional vent in 1952, DeSote (right) sireamlined it this yeaor
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