Parade of Station Wagons

F YOU NEED MORE ROOM in your
car (room for children, lumber, trash or
fertilizer), you'll probably look at station
wagons, Owners find them handy for doing
the week-end jobs common to the suburbs.
Here, for you to look over, are three
pages of 1956 wagons. Eleven companies
offer this body style, ranging in price from
Rambler to Chrysler New Yorker.
Remember that while you do gain room,
you lose certain advantages to get it. Wag-
ons are noisier than sedans because the
rear end is directly below the passenger
compartment, not muffled under a trunk.
A wagon is slow to heat because it has

Buick Special
Four-door Estate Wagon

Chrysler New Yorker

Four-door
Town and Country

100

more space. It has no trunk for hiding valu-
able (or embarrassing) cargo from curious
pedestrians. On trips you either put luggage
inside and lose the extra space you bought
the car to get or you put it on the roof
where it must be covered against weather
—a nuisance if you have to get at it daily.
Wagons are heavier, cost more to run. No
company has yet solved the fume problem.
With the rear transom open (desirable in
hot weather), suction drags exhaust fumes
inside the car. Finally, if you expect the
wagon to solve the problem of obstreperous
children, it won't. It just gives them more
room to be obstreperous in. * * k

Chevrolet Bel Air

Four-door Station Wagon

(Continued to page 102)
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PARADE OF STATION WAGONS (continusd from page 100)

De Soto Firedome

Four-door Station Wagon

Dodge Sierra Custom
Four-door Station Wagon

Ford Parklane
Two-door Station Wagon

Mercury Custom
Four-door Station Wagon

(Continued to page 104)
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PARADE OF STATION WAGONS (continved irom poge 102)

Plymouth

Sport Suburban
Four-door Station Wagon

Pontiae 870

Four-door Station Wagon

Rambler
Cross Country

Four-deoor Station Wagon

Studebaker
Pinehurst
Two-door Station Wagon

# For the newest idea in station wagons see page T6.
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Parade of
56 Cars

3 HIS IS a face-lift year, in the vernacular of the industry.
The alternate year in the two-year cycle is a year devoted
mainly to minor modifications in appearance and perform-
ance. Cynically, some of them might be termed simply cor-
rections of last yvear's mistakes,

But 1956 is the vear of at least four uniform changes in
the industry: License-plate sizes were standardized to 6 by
16 inches, all cars have the new sealed-beam headlamps and
directional signals, and the industry is wholly on a 12-volt-

battery system.
{Continued to poge 328)

Exterior—the sum, in inches, of the over-

WHAT 15 A BJIEERating ?

To help you decide which car is most
suitable for you, PM offers a system of
ratings by specifications. Here is what it
consists of:

Interior—the total inches (front and
rear) of headroom. legroom. hiproom,
shoulder room, seat height and clearance
between the steering wheel and front seat.
The larger the total, the more room you
will find inside the car.

all length and over-all width. The larger
the number, the more room the car will
take up on the street or in your garage.

Power faoctor—a mathematical indication
of performance. It is the shipping weight
divided by the horsepower. The smaller the
number, the faster the car should respond
1o the throttle,

All ratings and prices are for four-door
sedans only. except in sports-t cars and
the Continental. For a listing of cars as they
are grouped in price classes see page 328,

PRODUCTION OF PASSEMGER CARS DURING 1955
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Most that’s new at Buick is in the chassis:
3532-cubic-inch V8 engine in all series, new rear
axle, new front suspension, direct-acting shocks in
the rear, a second-stator in Dynaflow transmission

Buick

e SRy =
e

interior; Special VE: 422.4 Inches, 8th roomiest of 10 in Class B
Century VB: 422.4 inches. 8th roomiest of 9 in Class C
super Vi 4403 Inches, 3rd roomicst of § In Class ©
Roadmaster VE: 4428 lnches, 2ncd roomlest of 9 in Class D

Exterior: Speclal VEA: 280.¢ inches, 948 Jargesl of 11 in Class B
Century VE: 2808 Inches, Beh larpeest of 9 i Class C
Buper VE: 20068 nehes, Jd [argest of 9 In Class O
Rondmaster VE: 2036 Inches, 10th largest of 10 in Clags D

Power factor: Specinl VB 17.2 pounds, 16th best of 25 In Class B
Century V8: 16.1 pounds, 7th best of 13 in Class C
Super VH: 1635 pounds, 8th beet of 13 In Class O
Hoadmaster VH: 168 pounds, Hih best of 10 in Class D

As at Buick, most of the Cadillac story this year is
out of sight. Styling changes are minor, but under the
hood is a new engine and a re-engineered Hydra-Matic
that shifts with the hulp r_.'-f i thnnp-{m[f-l'?” cluteh

Cadillac

—

-

SEEIRating
Interior:
62 and 60 Specinl VB: 440.9 inches, Ird roomiest of 9 ln Class D
T8 VH: 4T0.5 inchos, roomiest of 9 in Cluss D
Exterior:
62 VB: 2049 inches, 8th largest of 10 in Class D
a0 8 al Wi: 305.9 Inches, 4th largest of 10 in Class D
T8 Vii: 3157 Inches, 3nd larpest of 10 in Class D
Power {actor:
G2 V&: 156 pounds, 5th best of 10 in Class D
G0 8 lal VE: 182 pounds, 6th best of 10 In Class D
75 Vi: 17.8 pounds, 9th best of 10 in Class D
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Paclkard is grooming a superprestige line of
Caribbeans. Initially just a convertible. it now has
added a hardtop. Featured are reversible seat cushions
(fabric on one side, leather on the other) and 310 hp.

Caribbean

SfTmRating

Interior: 4183 inches, drd roomiest of & o Class E
Exterior: 2065 inches, Ird largest of 5 in L'iu:i.-i E
Power factar: 14.0 pounds, 4th best of 10 In Class E

Once a car for conservative Charlies, Chevie is now
a bomb! With power pack, it has the top horsepower-
weight ratio in its field. Gone this year is its plain
compact grille. Now it's bigger, more conventional

Chevrolet

¥

Interior: 426.1 inches, 2nd roomiest of 5 in Class A

Exterior: 2715 inches, 4th largest of 5 In Clasx A

Power factor:
One-Fifty V8 with pack: 15.5 pounds. best of 16 in Clnus A
Bel Alr Va: 195 pounds, 10th best of 16 in Class A
Two-Ten V&: 10.7 pounds, 1ith best of 16 in Class A
One-Fifty 8: 328 pounds, 13th best of 16 in Class A
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Far the ﬁrs]‘ time, l‘.'_,'h]'ysh'r has given ils Windsor
series a different grille treatment from the New

Yorker. Left is the Windsor; below, the New Yorker,
New styling trick at Chrysler is the upswept tailfin

(:hi'}”ﬁl{‘l'

Interlor: Windeor VE8: 436 4 Inches, deh roomiest of 9 in Cliss O
New Yorker Vi: 4364 Inches, dth roomibest of 8 In Class D
Exterior: Windsor V8: 2887 inches, largest of 8 in Class C
MNew Yorker Vi: 3022 inches, 6th largest of 10 in Class D
Power Tactor:
Windsor with pack< 158 pounds, 4th best of 13 in Class C
Windeor VB8: 173 pounds. 11th best of 13 In Class C
Mew Torker VB: 14.7 pounds, bhest of 10 In Class D

With two championships behind it (see page 188), the
Chrysler 300 offers o new version, the 300B, At this
writing, horsepower is unannounced, but informed
and conservative opinion is that it will be a big 330

Chrysler 300

Interior: 4222 lnches, 2nd roomlest of 5 Iln Clasg E
Extetior: 301.5 Inches, 2nd largest of @ In Class E
Power factor: 12.3 pounds (estimated), 3rd best of 10 in Class E
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On its own this year, the Clipper iz no longer

billed as a small Packard. It features torsion-bar
:-mspensfrr]i. pu:-zft-huﬂr_in 5].!:]1' and electrie door locks—
you press a button and lock all four doors at one time

- Clipper

Interior: 427.4 Inches, Gih roomiest of 9 In Class O
Exterior: 2B Inches, 4th |argest of 9 in Class O
Pawer factor:

Custom V8: 14.1 pounds, best of 11 in Class €
Super V8: 15.3 pounds, drd best of 13 in Class O
DeJuxe VE; 15.3 pounds, Ind best of 13 b Class O

Retaining the flavor of the original Continental,
the Mark II has an important extra—engineering. It
is no secret that the original was weak under its
handsome body. Mark II is a thoroughbred all the way

Continental

Interior . 4085 inches, h roomiest of 8 in Class 1)
Exterior: 2060 inches. Bth largest of 10 In Class DD
Power [netor: unknown due o undisclosed hotscpower
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After taking a beating from the Thunderbird in szles
during 1955, the Corvette is coming back with a Sunday
punch. Loaded with power and comfort features ( page
193 ), the "56 model aims to cut into its rival's market

Corvette

Interior: Mot avallable
Exterior; 2385 inches, #th lnrgest of 8 in Class E
Power factor: 11.9 pounds, best of 10 in Clpss E

For the first time in years, the De Soto appears in
public without its front teeth! The new front grille has
a simple mesh pattern that makes the car seem lower
and wider. De Soto also has four separate taillights

De Soto

Interlor:
Firedome VE: 438.4 inches, 3rd roomilest of 10 in Class B
Fireflite VB: 4364 Inches, 4th roomiest of § In Class O

Exterior;

Firedome V&: 29062 inches, Inrgest of 11 in Class B
Fireflite V8: 206.2 inches, 2nd lnrgest of 9 in Class C

Power fnotor:

Fliredome V&; 168 pounds, 13th best of 25 In Class B
Flreflite V8: 15.7 pounds, S5th best of 13 In Class C
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With jutting rear fenders and an emphatic color sweep
along the side, Dodge locks like an airplane. And it
almost went like one on the Utah salt flats when it
covered the flying mile at a record 114.05 m. p. h.

Dodge

Interior: 432.6 inches, 4th roomlest of 10 In Class B
Exterior: 2888 Inches, 3th largest of 11 in Class B
Power factors:
Super Royal V8 with pack: 152 pounds, best of 25 in Class B
Custom BEoyal VB with pack: 154 pounds, 2nd best of 23 in Class B
Buper Royal VE: 181 -];lﬂ'll:hd.!. fth best of 25 in Closs B
Custom Hoval VB: 184 pounds, 8th best of 25 in Clnss B
Coronet VE: 183 pounds, 17Tth best of 25 in Class B
Coronet 6: 254 pounds, 33rd best of 25 In Class B

Now a “mere” souped-up Cadillac with ’
fins (right, bottom), soon the very ele-
gant Eldorado Brougham (center) will
vie with the swank Continental

Eldorado

ﬂtinp'

Interior: 4349 Inehes moomicst of 5 In Class B
Exterior; 22 laches, largest of § In Class E
Povwer faclor 133 ;:H-'.::.r1*\.' Btii Best of 10 in Olass B
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Styling changes on the Ford are minor. Emphasis this
year is on safety (door latches, concave steering
wheel, interior padding, seat belts) and inereased
performance from its big 292-cubic-inch V& engine

mnﬂli ng

Interior: 4207 lnches. 4th roomibest of 5 in Class A

Exterior: 2744 inches, 2nd largest of 5 In Class A

PFower [moior
Falrlane Vi with pack: 16.2 pounds, 3rd Best of 18 in Class A
Falrlane V3: 163 pounds, 4th best of 16 in Class A
Customilne WE: 187 pounds, Bth best of 18 in Class A
Mainline @: 228 pounds, 12th Best of 16 in Class A

Even in the all-new front grille, Hudson stresses the
“V" of its styling theme. It will bring out its own

American Motors V8 shortly—specifications are as yet
undisclosed, Its V& engines now come from Paclard

Hudson

SRRating

loterior;
All Gx; 4409 inches, roomiest of 10 in Class B
Homet VE: 4408 inches, roomiest of 8 in Class ©
Exterlor:
All 6a: 2873 Inches, 3rd largest of 11 in Class B
Homet ViA: 287.3 Inches, 6th larpest of 6 in Class C
Power factor:
Hornmet VB: 17.6 pounds, 13th best of 13 In Class C
Hornet 8 with pack: 20.2 pounds. 18th best of 25 In Clase B
Wazp 4: 273 pounds, 353&k best aof 28 in Class B
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Longer by five inches than in 1955, the Imperial,
Chrysler’s prestige car, retains its distinetive taillights
atop larger rear fenders., Sales in 1955 roraled about
12.000. Sights are set on selling 16 000 this year

Imperial

Interior:

Imperial V&; 4339 inches, 3th roomicst of 8 in Class D

Crown Imperinl YVB: 4511 inches, 6th roomiest of 8 In Clanss D
Exterior:

Imperial V&: J0B.4 Inches, 3rd largest of 10 in Class D

Crown Imperial V&: 322.7 Inches. largest of 10 in Class D
Power [acior:

Imperial V3. 162 pounds, Tth best of 10 in Class D

Crown Imperial ¥i: 184 pounds, 10th best of 10 in Class D

One of the few all-new cars in 1956, the Lincoln is
longer, lower and lusher. Horizontal lines, in front
and rear, make it appear even lower than it is. The
Premiere is the name of the top-price model in the line

Lincoln

SiRERating

Interior: 229.4 inches, Bth roeomlest of B In Class D
Exterior: 202.7 inches, 3t largest of 10 in Class D
Power fpetor:
Capri VB: 15.0 pounds, 3red best of 10 in Class D
Premiere VE: 153 povmds, 4th best of 10 In Class D
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Mercury is introducing e new body style in midseason.
It is the four-door hardtop model shown below. Also
new this year is the Medalist, left, an austere, two-

door sedan priced to compete with the low-price field

Mercury

ﬂnling

Inkterior: Montelair VA: 4187 inche=x, Okl roomiest of § in Class C
Oiher models: 421.0 inehes, Oth roommlest of 10 in Cluss B
Exterior: Montelalr VE: 2E2.8 Inches, 8th larpest of 9 in Class C
Other models: ZEZ 2 Inchea, 6th fargest af 11 In Class B

Power TRoLOr:
Montelalr with Pk'q'f."f.i 13.7 pounds, Gth best of 13 in Class C
Montelalr Va: 169 pounds,. fth best of 13 In Class G
Monterey VB: 16.E pounds, 1ith best of 35 In Cless B
Custom VE with pack: 15.7 pounds,. 4th best of 25 In Ciass B

Nash has given its front end a sharper look by enlarging
and slanting the parking lights. Headlights are inboard
again, Taillights are larger. Still available is the con-
penient around-town two-seater, the Metropolitan, left

Nash

EetRating

Interior: 4409 inches, roomiest of 10 in Class B
Ambassndor VE: 4409 inehes, roomiest of & in Class C
Exterior: Ambasspdor 6: 287.3 Inches, 3rd largesc of 11 in Class B
Slaveaman : ZEB0.J incives, 10th lnrgest of 11 in Class B
Ambassador VE: 287.3 inches. 6th lameest of @ ln Class ©
Power factor: Btatesman 6: 244 pounds, #th best of &3 In Class H
Ambassador 8 with pack: 24.6 pounds, st best of 25
Ambasssdor 6: 26.4 pounds, dth best of do
Ambassador VB: 17.4 pounds, 12th best of 13 in Class C
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Top gainer in sales of the GM family, Oldsmobile
continues its simple grille treatments in 1956. New is
the re-engineered Hydra-Matic transmission, which
combines four-speed performance with smoothness

Oldsmobile

Interior: 88 VE&: 4268 inches, 5th roomiest of 10 in Clnss B
Buper 88 V&; 4247 inches, Tth roomliest of 10 in Clnss B
8 VE: 434 6 inches, Tth romiest of B o Class C

Exterior:
A8 and Buper BE VB: 281.9 inches. Tth largest of 11 in Class B
§8 Vi: 3808 inches. 5th largest of ® In Class C

Power factor: B8 VE: 16.4 pounds. #th best of 35 In Class B
Super B8 VB: 16.2 pounds, Tth besat of 25 In Zlass B
P8 VB: 169 pounds, 10th best of 13 in Class ©

Packard has some important firsts this year. It offers
a 10:1 compression ratio, a figure engineers have been
aiming at for years. It also has a nonslip differential
to keep you from getting stuck when one wheel is on ice

Packard

Spec BT

Interlor: 43315 Inches, Tth roomiest of O in Clnss D
Exterior; 208.5 inches, Tih largest of 10 in Class D
Power factor: 14.7 pounds, Ind best of 10 in Class D
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Hoping to continue its spectacular sales rise of 1933,
Plymouth has restyled its rear fenders to give them an
aerodynamic look. Also has a push-button transmission
control and a dash-mounted long-playing phonograph

Plymouth

Interior: 431.0 Inches, roomiest of 5 in Class A
Extarior: 2784 inches, largest of 5 in Class A
Power factor:
Belveders V& with pack: 166 pounds, 5th best of 16 in Class A
Belvedere V8: 17.8 pounds, 6th best of 16 In Class A
Savoy VE; 182 pounds, Tth best of 18 In Class A
Pinza 6; 25.1 pounds, 15th best of 16 In Class A

Along with other General Motors cars, Pontiac has a
four-door hardtop sedan. It still retains its trademark,
the Silver Streaks that run down the hood. This year
they are recessed so they are flush with the surface

- Pontiac

Interior: 426:4 inches, 6th roomiest of 10 In Class B
Exterior: Star Chief: 287.7 inches, Ind largest of 11 In Class B
B0, 870: 280.¥ inches, Bth largest of 11 in Class B
Power factor:
Star Chief V8: 15.7 pounds, Jrd best of 23 in Clas= B
860 Vi: 17.0 pounds, 14th best of 28 in Class B
BT0 VB: 17.0 pounds, 15th best of 23 in Class B
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Distinet and different, the all-new Rambler can be rec-
ognized at any angle from its wide-open competition-
type grille to the pronounced arch over rear window.
It has four coil springs and torgue-tube drive this year

Rambler

Interior: 421 8 inches, 3rd roomiest of 5 In Class
Exterior: 262.4 Inches, 5th la tof 5§ in Class
Fower factor: 33.6 pounds, 14th best of 18 in Clpss A

One of the big stories of the year is the speed with
which Studebaker stylists reshaped the body without
dropping the basic shell. New also is the President

Classic, four inches longer, mich lusher than the others

Studebaker

Interior;
All except Clpasic: 412.9 Inches, 5th roomiest of 3 in Class A
Clussic VB: 4149 Inches, 10th roomiest of 10 In Class B
Exterior:
All except Clupsle: 2721 Inches, 3rd largest of 5 1n Class A
Clngsle V8: 2761 inches, 11th largest of 11 in Clasa B
Power factor:
President VB; 157 pounds, 2nd best of 16 in Class A
Commander V8: 185 pounds, Bth best of 16 in Clasa A
Champion 6: 281 pounds, 16th best of 16 In Cluss A
Classlc VB: 165 pounds, 10th best of 25 in Class B
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First American company to offer a full line of sports-
type cars, Studebaker has named its low-slung models
the Hawks. Bomhshell of the line is the Golden Hawlk
which has the second best power factor in the industry

Interior: 4012 lnches, 4th roomiest of § lnh Class E
Exterior: 2743 Inches, 4th Inrgest of 6 in Class E
Power factor:

Colden Hawk Vi: 122 pounds, 2nd best of 10 in Class E
Power Hawk Vi: 18.2 pounds, 8th best of 10 In Class E
Bkvhawk VE; 189 pounds, Bth besk of 10 In Class E
Flight Hawk @: 27.5 pounds, 10th best of 10 In Class E

After its initial success (and with 16,155 of them
sold it certainly was!), Ford made only minor styling
changes in the Thunderbird. Most obvious is mounting
spare tire outside the trunk to increase luggage space

Thunderbird

Interior: 203.6 inches, 5th romiest of 5 In Class E
Exterior: 23584 inches, Sth largest of 6 In Class BE
Power [nctor:
Handshift Vi: 15.8 pounds, Tth best of 10 in Class B
Fordomatie VE: 14.68 pounds. 5th best of 10 in Class E
Note: Interlor dimensions are for front seat only
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